











i.r. i*‘rud uraiian 
The Dow Tone Tiiaes 
1^20 h 3t. , nV 
Washington* ft*€. 20U36 

Dear /red. 




Um63 


Lj n gij»H n .7 trouble with the thuiab naked inadvisable us© of that hand for extracting files 
from over- jammed cabinets, sd I'll repl / to j’oux 2j 17 frox aeaoiy. I did understand 

you to say your <*«! i was to tel_ me tnix you uouix ix-pcuid to xn? quest ion s 1 wrote, exlg. I 
toi/k those things you did 6*0 iato to ue illustrative of the candor you Intended. *hose reap 
wertj helpful juc 1 have an adequate recoru of tmen. nowevur, an i th ink you realize, ;ou 
did not address some tuat 1 Ibiiiht tu-or^j the more important, here I no an not oul lor i y own 
writing, but I taice the liberty of t-u ; eotug for your t rvi .»k ing e^d in your interest. In 
parti cu~ nr those Questions I a: iced asout your satinf action, at the t i m e &XU1 in retrospect, 
about your o»iH orofensioiitil peiforn^ice: did you treat tnis a3 all other stones , -ix you no 
as you voulu. have vitn on ordinary story, tilings lik- t:,at. i*y own view ± hayb ^adu clc-ur 
to you in our conversations, I believe in advance of Let timer* ^ seeing anything. fnis is 
the iind of thine; I feel 1 must aduress, aiui 1 wo^Jld prefer not to address it without coixxent 
frou you. u nles . you make cotn^t, 1*11 have to be limited to '-uy own news experiences of the 
past and ay observations of uresent popSQ tines. 

.. : ■ . - i \y r * ^ . ;U - • ; ^ . J' 

lour second graph ia a repetition of what you told «ei. I not only uo not dpdbt it, but 

it iaa:os perfectly b ood sense. That i. no new development in uewupap rin^. In the j50s tzy 
own editors kopt ticklers, and I .maintained my own. If 1 did not ask if you inquired into 
the oasis for selecting uattinor, as I think I did, if you did ask ami ura under no con- 
straints, i’d liKo to know t.: ww* tear, frankly, it :i:ies me, as doe* the ded^Um to let 

anyoiit sttu t.do a tuff now, at a tin© qf least interest axu. no public vienand at alx. zvea 
after th^ minor sensation you 3 tarted, 1 know of no single second-day story -anywhere, moce 
major papers did all but ignore it. 1 know qx one t’mt fc&Iowd your piece dth a call to 
lihoads and setwoon th^ two canles las: than two sticks, -o, with no popular or uenn* uy 
intere.. t to s^-rve, I also find, myself wond\-; rin^ il tzx, origin* 1 idea was har snai l o. iLero 
is no reason to OTSUa aim 1 do not pre umo a pr>-exlutin. L xvlaticuionip between ;1|1& uhd 
Lattfj*er, :vul ny own hunch is tuat politically they are wide apart, ac 1 think of this I 
regard 1 » &l uore IJLc ly that comconij he felt he coul- trust ravt Mars ha l l thu idea, and 
if this is correct, the field is pretty limit eu. Marshall ia so uninf >meu and so hungup 
I dooht lju realty rC.ows what ho Id into, aim the lau t thing he'li do is talk to somebody 
who docs or can know and holds a view contrary to tiic official line. I doubt his self- 
respect if. Indeed, hit* reputation, survives what he has aim has not done. In what for me 
is a considerable cost in time, ana sometimes in exasperation, I have tried to inform his, 
but he w uat refuses to think, depending, I vouii sup.one, on thost in tils past in wnoiu ho 
thuu :iai cox nee. ‘fhe.^ uru none so blind an thouu who will not se . .-nj'wui", tills ie an 
area in wdich, il you have u>n-coniiuf.ntial iQu>wl«dgs:, I voula welco-xu: it. 

If ycu can-ot or will not taxu the time to enoer the unanswered, questions in writin^, 
i have :;l 5 su. .action: I have a consultation . ich an orthopaedic aurjeon within w alki ng 
diatanco of your of ice at f j:30 a.K. The concultstion iteali should uui. tax. loi-t;.. I cannot 
forecast wUthu.* new -Wrays wil_ bo indicated, or thamphy, or L^usuriag for a brace U never 
knew titey xor tnuisbaj, sut any on*?- ol tiieso things coulu. Uctc i n me. xi yui^ ar^ 

free, 1*1 bring my tap*- recorder ana wu can go over the re min d ng questions. U’ ono at 
tk*. f ctory for repairs is uack by thou. I'll orin^ ooth ii yen Mould like one >.or yourself* 
If you woulu X haws only th& sfiddiio, I'll w a ke a Aib for you. ic» satiw*^ you, 

if you >iav© any question, asout fidelity of quotation, uirect or indirect, aiwald you like, 

I am quite willing to further, &t you ha. wu in port It, .own all along. I'd welcome a vxsit from 
you hero. It m an hour fro- 1 your office, less irot* northwest or suburban dryland. Thero 
be ,x?r- tiixiga you'd like to know. i>epcDiiiny on wr^it, sosic would to be in c^-iidunce. 
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Shoiild you elect this, there may bo some other aide-benefits in it lor you, ii you 
have a family* I know only the once reference you u ado in 11*66, that my ccne 

between /ouxa-ui your wife in bee, when you JOth wanted. lo roau it ( acOiUple*..cn - iu?t 

reflected in your subae quen.1 briei consent on it). If you nave Kids, the^ flight enjoy jy% 

countryside . If it is cold enough, w nave a pond on which the neighborhood kids ice-skate. 

I taio* another liberty &ua suggest ;ou might want to tain*. further of your sentence* 
"There stay be soni<- tricky business afoot here^i but !*□ n^t *mo s in gly part ox it, so X don t 
mi nri tolling anything." If I thought you were consciously part of any such thing, do you 
sup ose I'd have isade some of the offers I have made to you? out there is no uoubt in iy 
r”f nri that both things are true, tiiit cncre is r some tricxcy ju^ino.^s u-^oot an- you are 

uart of it. I have uorv than once indicated to you that in my opinion you were used. You 
gjjjpy tip itonoooly , i snow you how this happened, i rom alm^t tlfc first day fllth this 
jfSL assaaain&tiQa anu is hap enin, , even today with that xfl of MA5# blf i forget to cone 

uack to ti±u, remind mu, for I can establish it with ease, an it any, in tine, interest you.) 

If I am less than hay. y with oooe of your reporting, knowing the 'limes policy and t ie problems 
of r porting so many things that one can't become expert in any, t-*is doe3 not lea**, to the 
deduction that your are dishonest or anything like that. I also Know the degree to which a 
man covering a beat comes to depend upon anu to trust some of his sources. The one trouble 
I have here is indicated above, which lod to my questions shout the professionalism of your 
handling of the story, for here is where I think you hurt yourself and were responsible for 
the wholesaling of fiction a., reality, ana I know others working in tku field hold a harsher 
vie,; than I. It will take tine for you to r ach your own independent Judgement. 
















The trlcky-buadLnes« part clso leads to apprehensions about the normality you plan, 

"If Burke dr gs his f l ruen longer there wi ll be .. story in that, ^t —a only natural 
that you cany tiiia further, for that is a reporter's obligation. Ay concern ia with some 
of th- consequences , and the probability that there are these who well know tuat It is 
preoictahlo t_m» you will soon b<- acicLn questio n , ~ , o tnurs, surpri si*. *._jl^. , — * vo mot. X 
consider it not unlikely that t here say jo ome who want this, some in official positions. 

I do not think t^xzhali does. *nd, I can also think of a ready answer he can give yous"I 
have lot one expert oeo it. He lias reported what he saw, and hi a reporting got wids attention. 
Anything else would be no nor- than the sensational and undignified use the. pan tract was 
designed to prevent." Kouid you regard thin unreasonable without prodding frou me? Or, would 
your ecitors? /itliout my knowledge, I would not. And I think harahall has no reason to. hy 
apprehensions lio elsewhere, “y concern is with the further prostitution of truth, in the 
very broadest sense. You tfL<shi went to consider if tiu- future records tiat you were one of 
the inatnsaents uoed for such purposes, os you have been several tiaea, I do not by the 
remotest indirection surest with your knowledge or deniro, you win then be content. 

As fo u know, I can't d^al with tide r.othout dealing *ith you. As you have no way of 
knowing, I have tu do it twice. Your explanations aoout the one you do not know more tlian 
satisfy liq anti justify an account I think you will not resent, bo you can understand how 
open ny intentions ore, 1 will be happy to show you both treatments in rough draft one if 
you have any objections of sur^eatioua, will be glad to consioor them. Ry quest is not for 
goats. I seek truth and the sinking of as complete ana accurate a record as 1 can on what 
1 have cock to regard as onu-.of the major turning points in history as well as a unique 
study in the functioning of govemnent. thux fvr* example, answers to quest-ons 1 night cot 
•f i n. t l necessary to iu.c in this epilogue to a completed dock nay nave a future value ax part 
of on archive. X have hunurods anti hundreds of hours of ta^eu interviews - t rd . u k will serve 
future inereats t.^at I nay n^vor use in any writing or have or will use only in port, bne o: 
th great sstial actions to me has be n the wii in^nes of so many generally regarded by 
"critics" "tli- oth^. side" to trust cie and in a any cases to provide reel help, his 
includes public officials. Clay bhaw'a friends anu lawyers, who regard y tixitment of him 
; s eminently fair pnn privately say directly op ositu woet they alleged in court (you may 
recall they never aubpenaed as a witnes in that proceeding), even the moot extreme of 
the very far right. Aside fro*a assuring. 
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fctlisf&r IrisS m am* 


Thus there i an added ro-.^on for desiring answers to those questions I nave a.-^od 
you and others that nay occur to you* The fora is i;:raterlal to uj, 

hatxizkjr' s answer to questions I asked Ilia any interest youx he will send me a 
ru print of wnaxev..r he writes. 

a . i j- r* - — iJ 

lou use a phrasing that interests me, £dthoucjh it .,ay bo without meaning* I have 
bean writing this while rooting free bursts of digging out, have had til*. worst atom 
in years, with winds, I'n oure, close to hurricane strength* The thought occurred with the 
shovul, not your letter, in hand* Xou say that Lattimer “received a letter fron i-orshall 
that the Archives didn't consider a final approval , n This reminds me of one of my exper- 
iences, where i^rshall twice told no that it wa3 o;;ay with him if it wore pkay with the 
archivist vMoh f need I tell you, it wac not? If something like this happened, it would 
have the net effect of letter xthoads, not Karaholl, sake tU: filial decision. Shat is 
what happened with me. 




I also have heard fron Cyril recently# he then had had no approval, uo word is no 
approval. He asked me if I would consult with ids prior to his going in if he were 
approved. tt j response was that this would depend on conditions, UHlesn they change, I do 
not approve his seeing this stuff now because of the condition^ %je context. On this I 
seem to be a minority of one. However, everything tiiat naa happened convincos me that ny 
understanding and. my position are correct. 


bar liar I referred to the Kay ca^e. If you ijt/q interest in the point I wo~ caking, 
get the current io^ue of Esquire and read what I do not believe you can be in a position 
to evaluate, Bynum thaw's piece, “Are you dure You iuiow afho Killed Martin Luther <u ing?“ 
Thera are several easily comprehended pjintaat which it become ap.^irent that, assuring 
Lhaw to nave been of honest mtont, he was used. Whether the dishonesty ia his or that of 
another or others, the consequences can bo quite serious and ovil, Kay's unsuccessful 
effort to escape six days ago cay be one. That he wao not xdLlled in that effort is a 
fortunate accident. 

, . r J cj ... Best, •' -I : ; - 4 
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